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Bookbinding & Conservation 
 
Welcome to Issue 8 of our Conservation Newsletter, coming to you 
on the first day of Spring! We’ve had a busy start to the New Year 
and have a packed schedule of work and events for 2022. Do let us 
know if you have any projects coming up, and we’d be happy to have 
a chat about how we can help. 
 
Best wishes, Arthur, Emily & Lena. 
 

Trindles, Trindles, Trindles! 
 

 
 

Understanding Bookbindings 
 

 
 
 
 

Arthur’s essay ‘Cutting Book Edges 
In-Boards’ has just been published 
in Suave Mechanicals: Essays on the 

History of Bookbinding, Vol. 7. 

The essay explores bookbinding 
practices over a 500 year period 

from Guttenberg to the 
industrialisation of the trade; and 

how books were cut by hand with a 
plough. 

 

We’re delighted to be teaming up 
with Gloucester Cathedral 

Library this summer for a two-
day seminar on the history of 

bookbinding. 

Monday 27th & Tuesday 28th June 
2022, 10.00 – 16.00, £300 

For details, see 
www.gloucestercathedral.org.uk/

events 
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This immersive two-day seminar is aimed at librarians, archivists, 

volunteers, and anyone working with collections of historic bindings 
who would like to understand more about the books that they 

handle. Leaving aside fancy decoration and the printed word, the 
course will focus on the structural features of bookbindings, their 

development over time, and why they degrade. Attendees will see a 
variety of historic bindings first-hand, and the seminar will include 
sessions on materials and formats, safe handling, and a tour of the 

Cathedral Library. 
 

Save the Date! 
 

We’re holding an Open Studio 2.00pm – 4.00pm on May Day; 
presenting some recent projects, showcasing our lovely studio, and 
sampling some local cider. 
 

2022 workshops 
 
• Fish-skin Binding: Making Fish Parchment, Saturday 18th & Sunday 

19th June 2022. 
 

• Stub Binding, Saturday 17th - Sunday 18th September 2022, £240. 

 
• Parchment Repair, Saturday 8th October 2022, £120 (+ £25 

materials fee). 

 
• NEW SHORT COURSE: The Cambridge Panel, Saturday 29th 

October 2022, £60. 

 
For details, see our www.greensbooks.co.uk/workshops-and-courses/ 
 


